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“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid”

Chairs split
over firings
Merrifield, Hanna
dismissals leaves
faculty ‘confused’
By TAMMIE SLOUP
Staff writer
The recent terminations of Chris
Merrifield, former legislative liaison, and
Jim Hanna, former chief officer of development, have left many department chairs
surprised and confused regarding the
administration’s reasoning.
Merrifield, who was Eastern’s liaison to
the Capitol since February 1995, received a
letter in January from Eastern President
David Jorns informing her that she was to
be terminated as of June 30. Hanna also
received a letter in January that stated he
was being “terminated with notice” as of

July 8.
Merrifield and Hanna are currently
working for Eastern until their dismissal.
Merrifield will continue to monitor
legislation until the end of June and Hanna
has been reassigned to the School of Adult
and Continuing Education.
“The whole situation seems odd, said
Gary Aylesworth, chair of the philosophy
department. “Chris Merrifield was doing a
good job as Eastern’s liaison.”
The administration is currently looking
into hiring an executive lobbying firm to
replace Merrifield and a development group
to replace Hanna.
“President Jorns and the administration
made a big case about having a full-time
lobbyist in Springfield. If they felt so
strongly about having an individual in that
spot, why was Chris Merrifield fired?”
Aylesworth asked.
See CHAIRS page 2A

KATHERINE THOMAS/Staff photographer
James Tidwell, a professor of journalism, reads an excerpt from the Accuracy in Campus
Crime Reporting Act of 1997 to Keith Kohanzo, student judicial hearing officer. The
discussion took place Thursday night in Lumpkin Hall.

Yearwood out as UB Effects of campus crime act
spring concert choice debated during open forum
By LAUREN KRAFT
Activities editor

Trisha Yearwood will not be
performing at this year’s spring concert
because she will be touring with Garth
Brooks, said Edie Stump, University
Board concert coordinator.
“It was one of those things that just
popped up,” Stump said.
Stump said the concert committee
will begin looking for new performers,
but the outlook is bleak.
“Right now, we’re back to square
one,” Stump said.
Stump and the concert committee do
not want to go with any of the
previously noted bands. The Mighty
Mighty Bosstones are out of the picture
because they are “not big anymore,”

Stump said.
She said the committee must be
cautious in selecting a performer
because the concert has to make a profit.
“I don’t want to have to chance it on
anything,” Stump said. “(The Mighty
Mighty Bosstones) would be a gamble.”
One student disagreed because, “personally I would like to see the
Bosstones,” said Andrew Dijstelbergen,
sophomore pre-engineering major.
Matchbox 20, another band the
concert committee named as a choice, is
not available for April 3, 4, 17 or 18,
which are the dates the UB have Lantz
Gym reserved.
Stump said finding a band that is
available for the UB’s tentative concert
dates is difficult. She and the committee
are looking for suggestions.

By AMY THON
Student government editor
Panelists Thursday argued whether the
Accuracy in Campus Crime Reporting Act will
make “students pay the price” for committing
crimes.
“We want statistics. We want to know if
something bad happens, but should students
have to pay the price?” Connie Howard, a
Southern Illinois University student asked the
panel and audience of about 50 people. “Why
should we give up our personal privacy for
statistics?”
The panel consisted of Howard, senate
member Bill Gruen, James Tidwell, professor
of journalism; Keith Kohanzo, student judicial
hearing officer; Bonnie Buckley; a
representative from Sexual Assault Counseling

and Information Service; and Michael Stokes,
assistant director of housing.
The act proposes opening judicial board
hearings to the public and changing the way
campus crimes are reported. The proposal is
currently being discussed in a subcommittee of
the U.S. House of Representatives.
Tidwell said college campuses protect
criminals from the public because their
hearings are closed.
“If the same incident happens off-campus, it
is public record,” Tidwell said. “If you are
lucky enough to commit the crime on campus
you might get away with it.”
Tidwell also said if a student from another
university were to commit a crime on Eastern’s
campus, the crime would be reported to the
public. However, the Eastern student’s crime
See ACT page 2A

Student granted U.S. citizenship, plans to make Nigeria better
By HEATHER CYGAN
Campus editor
An Eastern student Wednesday
was granted citizenship after 10
years of living in the United States
and was annulled from his heritage
land, Nigeria.
Olatoye Baiyewu, a graduate
assistant English major, said the
best thing about America is that
you are guaranteed freedom of
speech. People have the opportunity to “say their piece.”
“These are the advantages of a

free society,” Baiyewu said.
Baiyewu said the only additional
right he will receive with the
citizenship is the right to vote. All
other rights are given immediately
upon entering the country.
In order to become a citizen,
Baiyewu said, he first had to apply
and wait for a response, then learn
U.S. history and take an exam.
Baiyewu said he did well on the
exam.
Although Baiyewu loves
Nigeria, “there are so many things I
disagree with there.”

In Nigeria, there
is a vast
abuse
of
h u m a n
rights, he
said. One
Olatoye Baiyewu individual
w
a
s
executed because he demanded the
rights of his people, Baiyewu said.
Living in the U.S. and becoming
a citizen Baiyewu said will “give
me more opportunity to do things
for my people ... those that speak

my language.”
Baiyewu said he speaks Yorube
in Nigeria.
Baiyewu said he considers
himself a “political scientist” and
concluded Nigeria is still a
developing
country.
The
government does guarantee life and
liberty, just not to everyone.
Nigeria is not at civil war now
because they have “drawn a lesson
from (the Nigerian civil war of the
1970s),” he said. The people do not
have the complete desire to “fight
back.”

Baiyewu said he wants to help
raise the standard of living in
Nigeria and believes in education
because of the upbringing that he
had.
“We ourselves stand on the
shoulders of others,” Baiyewu said.
Education will give dignity back
to the people of Nigeria, he said.
“(Baiyewu and his siblings) read
a lot ... even before we were in high
school,” Baiyewu said.
Even though there’s hardship in
Nigeria, “all the people get up to do
See CITIZEN page 2A

